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one of four key aspects of the education sys-
temn needing .special attention fo meet the
demands of a knowledge and innovation-
* based economy, said Raja Muda of Parak Raja
- Dr Naznn Shal.

The other three are the curriculum; assess-

ment system and the teaching methods.
English, said Raja Nazrin, was of paramount
importance in the 21st century workplace.
-1t was also the lingua franca of the knowl-
edge and innovation econemy, and those pro-
ficient .in-the . language . would enjoy :many
advantages in the global workplace, he added.

-On the assessment-system, Raja Nazrin said:
perhaps Malaysia could do -with less national
examinations and reduce the anxiety of teach-.

ers, school administrators and parents, : -
He-said - the -examination-oriented  system

had also led to schools focusing on high achiev-

ers to:the exclusion-of .underachievers, who

unfortunately were usually flom pooaet back—'

grounds, :

As for the cur rlculum Raja Nazrin sasd H was
too bogged down with teachers and university
instractors dispensing chunks of information
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KUALA LUMPUR The: i:ngllsh Eanguage is - to passive students, -

opening of . the ‘International Coui’emnce o1
Fducation For All' here yesterday, -~~~

adiscipline by themselves,

“sage on the stage’ may.have to gw way to the

- "Perhaps itis nme 10 xeduce Lhe amoum 0
con[ent disseminated and “spend the extr
time on developing skills and competencies’
needed in the 27st century,” he said at the

Raja Nazrin said school teachers .and Eectul—f

.ers often lamented they.did not have enough'

time to complefe the syilabus and feared reduc-
ing the content would deprive learners = with-;
outlea.hsmg that,in fact, Jess might be more,: :

“The ‘more’ comes from students learning to
ingquire and discover.the facts.and; cencepts of:

. “With the billions ‘of web pages availabie t
the click of amouse; the eariier. notions. of the-

gulde on:the side’” he said.::

On teaching learning . methods and suate—_
gtes he said the focus.should be onstudents
engaging in projects, -analysing ‘case studies,
solving real-world problems, making decisions
in different situations, making :presentations
and arguing their case and .constrtcting theu .
own knowledge, — Bemama




